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of His Excellency's replies regarding Notice No.356 of this year to the
representation of the British Indian Association.1 But I do venture to
hope that, in the light of the facts placed before His Excellency, the request
respectfully made by the Association would be favourably considered.
And in this connection, I may be permitted to draw His Excellency's
attention to Lord Milner's dispatch2 to Mr. Chamberlain, which appears
to lay down the Liberal policy about the position of the British Indians.

/ have the honour to remain,

Sir,
Tour humble servant

M. K. GANDHI
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31. NOTES*
JOHANNESBURG,
November <?, 1903
NOTES   ON   THE   INDIAN   QUESTION IN  THE   TRANSVAAL,   ENDING
NOVEMBER 9, 1903
The question of paramount importance is, at present, the working
of Notice 356 of this year, known as the Bazaar Notice*
In view of the approaching end of the year, a British Indian deputa-
tion waited on His Excellency the Lieutenant-Govcrnoi4 with a view to
induce him to respect the licences of all British Indians who arc at present
trading in the Colony under licences duly issued to them.
It will be remembered that, according to the Notice, strictly speaking,
only those who held licences at the commencement of hostilities arc en-
titled to trade outside Locations after the end of this year*
Two classes of licences remain, therefore, to be considered. First,
those who traded before the war, but not with licences- Second, those
who had licences granted to them, after British occupation, by British
officers on the strength of their being refugees.
From the correspondence with His Excellency on the Bazaar Notice,
it was hoped that there would be no difficulty regarding licences belonging
to the first class, because a very large majority of British Indians traded
in the Transvaal before the war without any licences whatsoever (because
1 The Lt.-Goveraor had written that there was no room for any differences in the int-
erpretation of his replies,  adding :   "In every  case the words used are clear and  explicit
and distinctly limit the number competent to claim exemption under  the notice, who *held
licences* to trade before the war".
2 Vide Vol. Ill, pp. 423-4,
3 Gandhiji as usual forwarded this statement to Dadabhai Naoroji who sent a copy to
the Secretary of State for India. India published it as a despatch in its issue of 4*12-1903.
4 On October 30.
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